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Excerpt from The Words of Christ: As
Principles of Personal and Social
GrowthMen are peculiarly liable in all
profound questions to find their attention
so diverted by the accidents and passing
moods of any development as to lose sight
in part of its underlying principles. This
liability is especially great in religion. The
truths of the revelation made us in Christ
are united with innumerable historical
facts, and so give occasion to endless
criticism. These facts as facts are beyond
positive proof; these criticisms have no
ultimate test of correctness. It easily
happens, therefore, that the obscure
discussions
and
the
unwarrantable
suppositions possible in these directions
may confuse the primary and much plainer
truths involved with them, and so bring the
entire subject in our minds into confusion
and uncertainty.It is not the facts of the
New Testament in their precise form, it is
not the exegetical harmony of its truths in
their occasions and in their details, that are
the power working salvation among men.
These may be settled in one way or in
another way, or not settled at all; they may
conform to this opinion or to that opinion, or be amenable to no opinion, the real
redemptive forces of the world are not
thereby altered. The redemption of society
does not depend on the exact ways in
which spiritual truth has been brought to
us, but on the truth itself; it is not,
therefore, materially affected by the range
of uncertainty that pertains to the method
simply.About
the
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may be replicated in our edition. We do,
however, repair the vast majority of
imperfections
successfully;
any
imperfections that remain are intentionally
left to preserve the state of such historical
works.
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